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Emma and her team advise our clients on construction and project law assignments. With
more than 15 years of experience, Emma is recognized as a leading name for construction
law in Finland and is consistently ranked top of her field in international legal directories.
Her team handles some of the most significant investment projects in the market, providing
one-stop advice from project conception to completion.

Emma focuses particularly on major industrial and infrastructure investments, stand-alone
construction and engineering mandates, as well as prominent real estate development
projects. Most recently, Emma and her team have been active especially in an increasing
number of multi-billion euro data centre projects, as well as an array of green transition
investments both by local blue chip corporations and international players.

Emma has robust experience in negotiating and drafting complex project agreements,
and her input is typically crucial in helping project stakeholders establish a balanced and
bankable contract framework – be it an EPC(M) or disaggregated procurement model.
She is skilled at tailoring bespoke agreements, and masters both international standard
forms of contracts (FIDIC, NLM, NL, Orgalime) as well as Finnish general conditions for
building contracts (YSE 1998) and consultancy agreements (KSE 2013).

A large part of Emma’s work consists of providing risk and claims management advice
during critical project phases of our clients’ strategic investments. She benefits from her
unique technical background in her advisory role; with a Master of Science degree in
Construction Economics and Management from the Helsinki University of Technology, she
draws from her deep understanding of project management and is often commended for
her proactive, solution-oriented approach in keeping a strong handle on contract risks in
demanding projects.

On contentious mandates Emma represents clients in litigation and arbitration
proceedings, and also acts as arbitrator in construction and supply contract disputes.
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Emma has also authored books on construction management contracting and
contractors’ guarantee liabilities and is a sought-after speaker on topics related to
construction law and dispute management.

Emma heads the firm’s Projects & Construction
(https://cms.borenius.com/services/projects-construction/) team.

Rankings

Chambers Europe

Real Estate & Construction

Client Choice Award

Construction

Chambers Europe

“She is an excellent lawyer who you want to have on your side, and not against you, in
tough situations.”
“Emma is invaluable in interacting with contractors in the Finnish market.”
“She is my go-to choice for construction matters with dispute aspects where you need
a top negotiator.”
“Emma is an outstanding lawyer, who helps in tight negotiations with very limited time
frames.”
“She offers a straightforward service with great commercial awareness.”

https://cms.borenius.com/services/projects-construction/


The Legal 500

Dispute Resolution

Real Estate & Construction – Key Lawyer

Lexology Index

Construction – Thought Leader

Construction – Global Leader

Selected References
Advised Metso on EUR 150 million investment in a modern technology center in Tampere

Advised Renewable Power Capital Limited on establishing a joint venture with Finnish
solar power developer Aurinkokarhu Oy

Advises Evli on investment in large-scale battery energy storage system

“Her expertise is second to none.”
“She is a true hands-on specialist in construction, mastering both the legal and the
practical.”
“She adopts a proactive and solution-oriented approach, consistently delivering high-
quality legal work in the field of construction.”
“She combines clear expertise in Finnish contract law and practice with a solid
understanding of relevant international models. Her confident, pragmatic guidance
helped us avoid over-complicating terms.”
“She is highly approachable, responsive, and a genuinely pleasant professional to
collaborate with throughout complex project phases.” 
“One of the best negotiators you can have in a construction dispute in Finland.”
“Her technical understanding, and her own experience on site in construction projects,
helps her to see immediately where issues lie.”
“Happy to challenge other advisors on quasi legal points, no nonsense attitude to
getting work done.”
“Emma Niemistö is a construction lawyer you definitely want to have in your project
team.”

“Emma Niemistö is likely the most solution-oriented and skilled construction lawyer.”



Advised Encavis on the acquisition of the Illevaara Wind Farm from ABO Wind

Advised Deutsche Anlagen-Leasing on project financing

Industrial and wind power plants; acting for Finnish and foreign investors and
contractors.*

Advising EPCM consultants in several recently initiated plant construction projects.*

Infrastructure contract and dispute work relating to projects such as The Ring Rail Line
and West Metro in the greater Helsinki capital area.*

Real estate development advisory concerning e.g. Pasila Tripla and Kalasatama Redi
malls in the greater Helsinki capital area.*

Advisory during construction of the Nokia Arena and hotel complex in Tampere.*

Acting for the consortium winning bids for all Finnish public private partnerships (PPP)
carried out in the past decade, and advising project companies during construction
and maintenance period.*

*prior to joining Borenius

Career
Partner, Borenius 2023–

Partner, Merilampi 2017–2023

Counsel, Castrén & Snellman, 2009–2016

RIL Conciliation Ltd., 2007–2009

NCC Construction Ltd., 2004–2009

Education
Bar admission, 2014, Helsinki, Finland

Master of Laws (LL.M.), 2010, University of Helsinki, Finland

Master of Science (Construction Economics and Management), 2007, Helsinki University
of Technology, Finland

Memberships
Co-Vice Chair of the Project Establishment Subcommittee of the International
Construction Projects (ICP), Committee of the International Bar Association (IBA)

Co-President of the Real Estate Commission of the International Association of Young
Lawyers (AIJA)

Board member of the Finnish Data Center Association



Languages
Finnish, English, Swedish, German


